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ROMANCE IN CAIRO 


By Casper Gee, Saudi Arabia 


I COULD HAVE accepted it as a perfect squelch and forgotten both the 

girl and the picture. Or could I? 

It began that day I arrived in Cairo, on leave from my job in the oil 
fields of Saudi Arabia. Frankly, I was looking for excitement. Then, while 
trying to dodge some tradesmen trying to sell me trinkets, I saw her out of 
the corner of my eye. 

She was slender, dark-eyed, a classic Greek beauty. Undoubtedly, I was 
conspicuous—a strange American surrounded by jabbering tradesmen. I 
thought I saw her smile sympathetically. 

Quickly I walked up to her. “May I walk with you a short way?” Per- 
haps because she was taken by surprise, perhaps to help me escape the 
tradesmen, she agreed. Her name, I discovered, was Sophie. When I asked 
her for a date, however, I got a quick and definite no. 

It seemed quite final, but I found myself persisting. “Well, it might be 
all right,” Sophie finally said, “if I can bring along a chaperone.” 

“Trapped,” I thought to myself. 

But the chaperone turned out to be a pretty sister. Both lived with their 
mother, brother, and three other sisters. 

We went to a movie, then to an ice-cream parlour. Hardly the wild 
evening I had planned, yet we all laughed a lot. When the talk turned to 
personal things, I tried to find out more about Sophie. 

“TIsn’t there some one special in your life? A boy friend, perhaps,” I 
questioned insinuatingly. 

Obviously the slight shift in tone of the conversation prompted Sophie to 
do what she did. She opened her billfold, slowly pulled out a picture and 
handed it to me. 

My face must have been quite a study. I returned the picture and, 
after a slightly awkward pause, we began talking about something else. 

I saw Sophie a few more times before leaving for America. I thought 
I would forget the girl but found I couldn’t—nor the picture. .. . 

Soon I was back in Cairo, and ten months later we were married. Sophie 
and I now live in Saudi Arabia. 

The picture, which Sophie used so effectively to tell me where she stood 
in life, now means a great deal to both of us. 

It is a picture of Christ. 


—From “Guideposts.” 
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News and Notes 


Dr. E. C. Cooper 


TRINITY SEMINARY 


The second semester at Trinity 
Seminary has just gotten under way. 
For the first time in fifty-seven semes- 
ters we must carry ‘on without Dr. C. 
B. Larsen on the teaching staff. As 
probably most of our people know, he 
developed an eye ailment for which he 
had surgery done at the Mayo Clinic 
in Rochester, Minnesota. The opera- 
tion did not prove successful, however, 
and he finds it impossible for the pres- 
ent at least to carry on his teaching. 
This announcement will be read, we 
know, with a sense of keen disappoint- 
ment by the seminary alumni, and it 
is not easy for either faculty or stu- 
dents at the seminary to become re- 
conciled and adjusted to Dr. Larsen’s 
absence. And, needless to say, it is a 
big dissapointment to himself. Of all 
the many subjects at Trinity Seminary 
which “C. B.” has made significant, his 
five-hour course in Romans is the one 
with which probably the majority of 
his many students through the years 
have most fondly and appreciatively 
associated his name. This year he will 
not be at the lecture stand for that 
great course. 


We can announce, however, that we 
have succeeded in getting a teacher to 
take Dr. Larsen’s courses this semester. 
He is Dr. E. C. Cooper of Kings Moun- 
tain, North Carolina. Dr. Cooper is a 
member of the United Lutheran 
Church. He did his undergraduate 
work in theology at Mt. Airy Sem- 
inary, Philadelphia, and holds a Ph. D. 
degree from Hartford Theological ‘Sem- 
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inary in the field of New Testament. 
For a period of years he was the 
president of the Southern Seminary of 
the United Lutheran Church, Columbia, 
South Carolina, where he also taught 
in the New Testament department. The 
last several years he has been engaged 
in pastoral work, including work 
among students at the University of 
North Carolina. We consider ourselves 
extremely fortunate to procure the 
services of Dr. Cooper in this unex- 
pected emergency, and we extend to 
him and Mrs. Cooper our warmest wel- 
come to the fellowship of faculty and 
students at Trinity. 


Theo. I. Jensen, Dean 


Pella Lutheran Church, Selma, Calif. 
Rev. A. Husted-Christensen, Pastor. 

Christmas at Pella Lutheran was ob- 
served with the regular (Christmas Day 
service in the morning, and with a 
program by the Sunday School children 
ion Monday evening, Dec. 27. The pro- 
gram was entitled, O, Holy Night, with 
readings, recitations and songs accom- 
panying a series of colored slides pro- 
jected on a screen adjacent to a light- 
ed Christmas tree. After the program 
the entire congregation was invited to 
the social hall where refreshments 
were served. On the preceding evening, 
Sunday, the Luther League conducted 
a candlelight service. Particularly ef- 
fective at that service was the passing 
of a flame from candle to candle until 
the entire auditorium was lighted only 
by candles held, one each, by the con- 
gregation. 

On the church lawn a lighted shelter 
was erected to portray the stable and 
figures depicting Joseph and Mary, 
with Jesus in the Manger, were arrang- 
ed with an angel, and with two lambs 
at the mangerside. This scene was the 
project of the Senior League. 

Also an activity of Pella Lutheran 
during the Christmas season is an an- 
nual visit to the Bethel Old People’s 
Home, when the Linnea Society pro- 
vides a Christmas party with a pro- 
gram and refresments, and with a gift. 


Annual Meeting —Pella’s annual 
meeting was held early in January and 
George Jorgensen was reelected presi- 
dent. At that meeting the congregation 
went on record as being willing to sup- 


Much of our news is received from Re- 
ligious News Service, and the News 
Bureau of the National Lutheran Council. 


chapter of the Lutheran Student 
dation at Fresno State College. 

Of interest, too, is the fact that ¢ 
vitation will be issued to the 
Council of Churches to hold its 
union Good Neighbor Services a 
church. The meetings will begi) 
March 28 and will end April 5. 

The past three months has be 
trial period for the Midweek Rem} 
compiled through the efforts of F 
Christensen. The annual meeting | 
the continuance of the mimeogré 
church newspaper, being favorabl) 
pressed with its value as a stim 
to interest in church activities. | 

Emphasis was placed upon N 
Cross Lutheran Bible School ir 
Santa Cruz mountains. The July 4 
has been declared San Joaquin \ 
Week there, and it is natural} 
‘Selma will participate. 


Red Deer, Alberta. Pastor 
Nygaard. 

On Nov. 28 we had the great j 
having our first service in the} 
church basement. The basement 
auditorium 60 feet long by 21 feet 
as well as four good size SU 
School rooms and a well equippe| 
chen 20 feet by 12 feet. Then thi 
the furnace room and washrooms 
floor is of green colorundum, the 
have a four foot wainscoating, thi 
of the walls and ceilings are co 
with fiberboard. It is heated b 
automatic gas furnace. It makes a 
comfortable and pleasant place 
Luther League, Choir Practice, Ij 
Aid, Mens’ Club and other ¢ 
activities. 

Rev. Morck of Olds was our | 
speaker on this occasion. This wé 
ting as he was instrumental in th 
ginning of this congregation. ” 
were visitors from Standard, Old 
Dickson. There were over 200 i 
tendance. A tasty lunch was serv 
the ladies. 

This was followed by our secon! 
nual business meeting. When we | 
of how this congregation has prof 
ed in the short time of two yeal 
are thankful to God for his bl 


It is indeed as one man said, be 
| 


(Continued on page 9) 
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itorials and Comments 
RCH COLLEGES 


is well known that church colleges are supported 
ae budgets of the church bodies. Thus the U. E. L. 
ends close to $100,000 a year on Dana and Trinity. 
urch feels that this expense is necessary in order 
ovide the church with college trained people, who 
an appreciation of the church, and pastors. 
is admitted by all that to operate Christian schools 
-money. Today we give space to some remarks 
3 Edgar M. Carlson, president of the Gustavus 
hus College, St. Peter, Minn. These remarks help 
aderstand the situation of church colleges. The re- 
‘S were made at a recent conference at Washington, 
- by the Association of American Colleges. 
. Carlson said that American Church-Related Col- 
face a challenge in trying to maintain their posi- 
in view of the anticipated doubling of enrollments 
ug the next 20 years. But the colleges do have 
Hvantage under the American tax structure. 


FACULTY CHRISTIAN MOVEMENT 


a time when some people have accused the Amer- 
Universities of being pink or communistic it is 
esting to get a report that the Christian Faculty 
‘ment is making progress. 

exceedingly tax-conscious generation will not over- 


the fact that gift dollars purchase substantially more 

tion than tax dollars,” he declared. 

-Carlson explained that in public tax-supported colleges 

-niversities only one-fourth of the cost of education is 
by student tuition and private contributions. In 

1 colleges three-fourths of the cost is privately carried. 


.s, each dollar of aid to the small private colleges 
2s $4.00 worth of educatiion, while each dollar given 
» institutions creates only $1.25 worth of education, he 


red now with the prospect of virtually doubling our 

higher educational program in this country in the 
20 years,” Dr. Carlson said, “the desirability of doing 
siderable portion of it with gift dollars instead of tax 
5 should not be too difficult to get across to tax-paying 
-cans.” 


=cond troublesome question faces church colleges, how- 
ne added. This is whether students “will seek the edu- 
we have to offer at prices which we will have to 


a ” 
oe 


urch colleges have offered and are continuing to offer 
uality education at very moderate rates,’ he observed, 
2 costs continue to rise as they are doing, we will be in 
anger of pricing ourselves out of a market. There is a 
10 the economic disadvantage which even loyal church 
=rs can be expected to accept for the sake of the ad- 
‘es of a Christian education.” 


point is dangerously close, Dr. Carlson warned, in 
—npetition offered church colleges by the large tax- 
ted: public universities. 


uggested that taxpayers urge state universities to con- 
winging their tuition more in line with the cost of edu- 
pointing out that “it is a rare public institution pense 
| tuition cannot be earned by two weeks employment. 


massive subsidization of higher education by the state 
en make it impossible for the church to operate in the 
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field of higher education, he said, by simply making it so 
much cheaper to go to state universities that the church col- 
leges will fail. 


One solution which would permit the state to continue to 
subsidize education but preserve the private segment of the 
educational system would be a system of federal scholar- 
ships to worthy students, Dr. Carlson suggested. 


He said the students could select their own institution of 
learning and thus would not be required, as they are at pre- 


sent, to attend a large state institution if they wish to avail 
themselves of tax aid. 


The GI Bill of Rights, which benefited veterans and allow- 
ed them a free choice of colleges, has established a precedent 
in this field, Dr. Carlson added, and if church colleges are to 
be permitted to survive, it is likely that some such program 
will need to be devised for civilian students of the future. 


A faculty Christian movement which has sprung up spon- 
taneously among the nation’s college and university teachers 
is gaining momentum, it was reported to the annual meet- 
ing of the Association of American Colleges at Washington, 
DIC 


Dr. Rene de Visme Williamson, chairman of the govern- 
ment department at Louisiana State University, described 
the movement as a reaction against an “overwhelmingly 
secularized type of education.” 


He told the educators that the movement is found in all 
types of institutions, is non-denominational and is a return 
“not merely to religion, but to Christianity itself.” It is, he 
said, “a rediscovery of the Gospel in an age of moral and 
ideological confusion.” 


Dr. Williamson is a member of the executive committee of 
the Faculty Christian Fellowship which is administratively 
linked with the National Council of Churches. The fellow- 
ship was formed in 1953 at a national conference in Park- 
ville, Mo., attended by some 125 professors from state, pri- 
vate and church-related colleges and universities. 


The fellowship comprises educators who “believe that the 
Christian point of view does not have to be left outside the 
classroom when a professor begins teaching his subject.” 


A primary purpose of the fellowship, Dr. Williamson said, 
is to undergird the Christian faculty movement. He called 
the fellowship “the junction point and center where the best 
i cs “ht + *h» wii -rsitics and churches meet and 
cross and fertilize.” 


According to Dr. Williamson, the Christian faculty move- 
ment developed because many American teachers, one by 
one and in many different ways, began to inquire into the 
achievements and promises of their ancestral faith, 


One major result of the movement, he said, is that a grow- 
ing number of professors “have incorporated Christian in- 
sights in the courses they taught and quietly restored the 
Christian content of literary masterpieces and social institu- 
tions which their creators had put there.” 


Dr. Williamson said small faculty study and discussion 
groups have been formed on campuses all over the country 
to discuss Christian issues. The Faculty Christian Fellow- 
ship, which is developing local and regional units, is serving 
as a connecting link between these campus groups, he said, 
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Death As. a Surprise 


I’ve started a small row in another journal where I 
am privileged to write. It was over a phrase which I 
had made the basis of an article. The verbal shellack- 
ing was given me because I had used a brief sentence, 
“Well, I am jiggered!” from one of this century’s well- 
known novels, and made certain applications. Because 
I said that I had read The Razor’s Edge twice, and that 
it was pornographic in parts, I was accused of putting 
my “stamp of approval” on it, and that my efforts should 
be devoted to the introduction of “clean, helpful, elevat- 
ing literature.” 


The “hero” in the book, Larry, is a queer stick, but 
very likable. In it is graphically pictured his unremit- 
ting search for peace. 


What starts the search really is the following incident 
as related by Maugham. 


Larry, a war pilot, had a friend, Patsy, also a war pi- 
lot. A dogfight took place in the air over France. It was 
with German fliers. Patsy gets his plane down, but is 
himself badly shot up. We find him lying on the ground 
waiting for an ambulance. He speaks to Larry: 


“T got that blighter who was on your tail.” 
“What's the matter?” Larry asked. 
“Oh, it’s nothing.” 


Patsy was looking deathly white. Suddenly a strange 
look came over his face. It had just come to him that he 
was dying, and the possibility of death had never so 
much as crossed his mind. Before they could stop him 
he sat up and gave a laugh. 


“Well, I am jiggered!” Patsy exclaimed. 


He fell back dead. He was twenty-two. He was going 
to marry a girl in Ireland after the war. 


“Jiggered” — that is, he was surprised. The unex- 
pected had occurred. Death had sneaked up on him. He 
laughed embarrassedly. 


Death often does that—that is, it steals on man, and 
no prayer delivers him; forth to his Judge’s bar he must 
away. The other week, it sneaked up on Andrei Y. Vi- 
shinsky with chilling suddenness while he was at his 
desk preparing for his speech—an exercise at which he 
was eminently capable, and, sometimes, not a little be- 
wilderingly blunt or subtle as the mood or circumstance 
determined—at the U.N.O., New York. I wonder how 
he would have reacted had he known that death, crema- 
tion, and burial in Moscow would be his within a week? 
I really think that he would have faced it as callously as 
he did his trembling victims—best of friends and bit- 
terest of foes alike—sending them to violent deaths in 
one of the most frightening and bloodiest of Stalin’s 
purges. 


Apart from the great souls, few face death unmoved. 
Not many like Paul say: “I desire to depart and be 
with Christ...” It takes a great deal of prayerful 
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thinking to get into that mood. I think Robert Bre 
ing reached it. Hear him in his “Prospice”: 
“Fear death?—to feel the fog in my throat, — 
The mist in my face 
When the snows begin, and blasts denote 
I am nearing the place... 
I was ever a fighter, so—one fight more 
The best and the last!” 


And Walter Savage Lander, too, was confidently j 
less: 


“Death stands above me, whispering low 
I know not what into my ear: 

Of his strange language all I know 
Is, not a word of fear.” 

But the Good Queen Bess, if the historians are 
was not a little scared, and hung on to life tenacio) 
and at the end cried out: “All my possessions for a| 
ment of time.” 


W. Somerset Maugham’s fictional character’s | 
tion when it came upon him—a young man who bh 
few minutes before was full of energy and hope— 
death was but a moment away, was different. Hene¢ 
laughing cry of amazement: “Well, I am jiggered!” | 


I’ve failed to find an exact parallel to this. Howé 
the other day I read that on April 13, 1945, the daj 
ter his accession to the Presidency of the United St 
Harry S. Truman said to some reporters: “When 
told me yesterday what had happened, I felt like 
moon, the stars, and all the planets had fallen on ni 


A man goes to his physician for a check-up. At 
disturbance within his body has caused him uneasil 
He had always been “disgustingly healthy.” So 
anxious. The examination is finished. The doctor ] 
at him quietly and says, “Your working days are o} 


One has no need of spectacles to read the expre} 
on the patient’s face. It clearly indicates, “Well,, 
jiggered!” 


ment that should cause all to ponder: 


~ “Many will say to Me in that day, Lord, Lord, } 
we not prophesied in Thy name? and in Thy name 
cast out devils? and in Thy name done many wond|} 
works? | 


“And then will I profess unto them, I never 
you; depart from Me, ye that work iniquity.” 


Can you not imagine the amazement on the fa 
the condemned, the words of the “many” that migh, 


more culturally, but not more effectively, interpi 
as “Well, I’m jiggered!” 


But I can’t imagine even a ghost of a smile. 


Not even a hollow one! There is “a time to lat 
but not then! No, not then! 


—The United Church Obsery 
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h of Norway 
260 Ministers 


, Norway—The Lutheran Church 
rway heeds 260 ministers in ad- 
to its present 950 pastors in the 
r ministry, according to a report 
hed here by the Norwegian As- 
jon of Pastors. 
present each Norwegian pastor 
to serve an average of 3,425 
h members. This average could be 
wn. to 2,680 if 260 new ministers 
found by the Church, the report 


achieve this goal, the association 
=quested governmental acceptance 
recruitment plan under which 
® people would be encouraged to 
for the ministry and, at the same 
the ‘Church would draw pastors 
'the services of voluntary Chris- 
organizations. 


shes in East Prussia 
:as Warehouses 
ttgart, Germany—A woman who 
tly escaped from Koenigsberg, the 
ir capital of East Prussia, told re- 
-s of “Christ and Welt,” a West 
=n Christian newspaper, that all 
mes in Koenigsberg were closed 
ssed as warehouses. 
=e most of East Prussia was ab- 
H by the Soviet Union, according 
Potsdam agreement, its former 
Hl has been renamed Kaliningrad 
mor of the late president of the 
me Council of the Soviet Union. 
:t German sources have claimed 
fhe area was being Russified by 
_massscale deportion of its form- 
mman inhabitants who were re- 
| by Russian settlers. “Christ and 
said these reports were confirm- 
the refugee woman who said 
221 Germans were left in the 
--ruled East Prussian capital. 


wan Leader Opposes 
ozing of Bingo 
» York—A warning that legaliz- 
bingo would cause “social cor- 
mn” was addressed to members of 
=w York state legislature by Dr. 
sick R. Knubel, president of the 
@ Lutheran Synod of New York 
sew England. 
urged the legislators to oppose 
seasures that would liberalize ex- 
“laws against gambling.” 
= Synod’s 325 congregations in 
‘York not only disclaim any 
at of soliciting a change in the 
mncerning bingo,” Dr. Knubel 
but, on the contrary, deeply re- 
. We feel that any liberalizing of 
avs against gambling would re- 
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URCH NEWS FROM HERE AND THERE 
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sult in social corruption and are sad- 
dened by any idea that the Church 
wants it. ; 

“The United Lutheran Church in 
America has unanimously adopted a 
motion that ‘we request pastors and 
church leaders to urge upon Chris- 
tians the need for conscientious avoid- 
ance of everything that bears any taint 
of the gambling spirit; to be scruplous- 
ly careful that all money-raising ef- 
forts of their respective congregations 
or auxiliary organizations be Scrip- 
tural and, therefore, above reproach in 
this respect; to seek the repeal of all 
legislation that legalizes gambling, 
and to use every power to destroy this 
foe, so destructive of the moral fiber 
of our civilization.” 


Warns Against Efforts 
To Hinduize India 

Muzaffarpur, India—A warning a- 
gainst alleged efforts to Hinduize In- 
dia’s “secular State’ was issued by a 
Christian university professor at the 
annual meeting of the Indian Political 
Science Conference here. 

Dr. Eddy Asirvatham of Nagpur said 
in the presidential address that ‘‘subtle 
attempts” were being made to identify 
Indian culture with the Hindu religion. 
He reminded the conference that in 
the evolution of Indian culture Chris- 
tianity and non-Hindu Oriental faiths, 
“as well as Western influence,’ had 
played prominent parts. 

Dr. Asirvatham, who is _ political 
science professor at Nagpur University, 
said that some things are being done in 
the name of Indian culture and tradi- 
tion wnich are not in keeping with 
India’s claim to maintain a_ secular 
State. 

As an example, he cited the “vigor- 
ous campaign” being waged through- 
out India to prohibit the slaughter of 
cattle, which Hinduism regards as 
sacred. 

The Christian educator said a secu- 
lar State is justified in appealing to 
the people on moral and humanitarian 
grounds not to kill animals, but to ask 
the whole country to respect the sacred- 
ness of the cow is to compel many 
people to accept a view of sacredness 
wihch is not their own. 


A number of Indian states prohibit 
the killing of cows for any purpose, and 
there has been a Hindu movement to 
extend this throughout the country. 


Group Plans Christian Message 
To Russian People 

Washington, D. C.—Christian mes- 
sages printed in Russian will be floated 
into the Soviet Union next spring by 


5 


the Christianform, non-denomination- 
al agency here which attempts to 
answer the propaganda of the Comin- 
form. 

Plans for the campaign were an- 
nounced by Nicholas Nonnencacher, 
Christianform president and national 
official of the American Legion. 

The message, in the form of a pam- 
phlet, will salute the Russian recipi- 
ents as “brothers” and tell them that 
Americans understand their long ordeal 
under atheistic Communism. 

“We also know,” it asserts, “that the 
non-Soviet world must bear a large 
share of responsibility for your misery 
and for the universal chaos.” 

The pamphlet pledges that the ul- 
timate defeat of Communism and the 
liberation of Russian Christians will be 
an objective of Christian workers in 
the free world. Cover of the pamphlet 
will bear an icon of the Virgin Mary 
as a symbol of greeting to Russian 
Christians. 

The Christianform has printed and is 
having distributed in the Far East 
25,000 copies of a similar message to 
Chinese Christians; written in their 
language. 


Reports President Underplays 
Religious Conviction 

Washington, D. C—A top White 
House aide said here that President 
Eisenhower has a deep religious con- 
viction “but he underplays it for fear 
people will think he is using it for po- 
litical purposes.” 

Dr. Gabriel Hauge, the President’s 
adviser, disclosed some details of the 
President’s religious life at a session of 
the National Lutheran Educational 
Conference, meeting in connection with 
the annual convention of the Associa- 
tion of American Colleges. 

Dr. Hauge is the son of the Rev. 
Soren Gabrielson Hauge, for 54 years a 
Lutheran pastor in Hawley, Minn. 

One of the incidents related by the 
Presidential aide was that Gen. Eisen- 
hower revised his recent State of the 
Union Message to emphasize his con- 
viction that “man’s spirit must be re- 
leased for his work here on earth.” 

“The President worked a long time 
on his State of the Union speech,” Dr. 
Hauge said, “but at the end he sensed 
something was missing. So he sought to 
inject into it what he considered es- 
sential from the point of view of the 
fundamental way of American life.” 

Dr. Hauge said the revision produced 
the passage at the beginning of the 
message which said: 

“It is of utmost importance that each 
of us understand the true nature of the 
struggle now taking place in the 
world. 


“It is not a struggle merely of eco- 
nomic theories, or of forms of govern- 
ment or of military power. At issue 
is the true nature of man. Either man 
is the creature whom the psalmist de- 
scribed as ‘a little lower than the an- 
gels’... or man is a soulless, animated 
machine.” 


Lutheran Educators Meet; 
Name Cromer as President 

Washington, D. C.—Dr. Voigt R. 
Cromer, president of Lenior Rhyne 
(College at Hickory, N. C., was elected 
president of the Lutheran Education- 
al Conference at its annual meeting 
here, January 9-11. 

Other officers elected were Dr. Otto 
P. Kretzmann, president of Valparaiso 
University, Valparaiso, Ind. Vice-presi- 
dent; and Dr. Orville Dahl, executive 
secretary of the Division of Higher Ed- 
ucation, Evangelical Lutheran Church, 
as secretary-treasurer for a fourth 
term. 

The group voted to change its name 
from the “National Lutheran Educa- 
tional Conference” to the “Lutheran 
Educational Conference” in recognition 
of the fact that some of the member 
institutions are in Canada. 

Voting to enlarge its membership to 
include training schools for deacon- 
esses, the Conference admitted into 
membership the Lutheran Deaconess 
Training Schools of the United lLu- 
theran Church in America located at 
Baltimore and Philadelphia. 


THE ANSGAR LUTHERAN 


The Conference instructed its Com- 


mission on Reference and Research, | 


headed by Dr. William L. Young, ex- 
ecutive secretary of the Board of High- 
er Education, American Lutheran 
Church, to study, analyze, and evaluate 
population trends as they will affect 
enrollment in Lutheran colleges in the 
years 1955-1970. ‘ 


Rockefeller Gives 20 Million 
for Theological Education 

New York—Jiohn D. Rockerfeller Jr. 
has given $20,000,000 in securities to 
strengthen and develop Protestant 
theological education in the United 
States. The gift is believed to be the 
largest single grant ever made for re- 
ligious training purposes. 

It was presented to the Sealantic 
Fund, a corporation Mr. Rockerfeller 
set up here in 1938 to administer some 
of the gifts in his general philanthropic 
program. 

In a letter to the fund announcing his 
gift, Mr. Rockerfeller said: 

“T am giving to your corporation as 
of this date securities having a present 
market value of approximately 
$20,000,000. The purpose of the gift is 
to strengthen and develop Protestant 
theological education in this country.” 


Lutherans Collect 2,511,703 
Pounds of Clothing 

New York—The 1954 Thanksgiving 
Clothing Appeal sponsored by the Na- 
tional Lutheran Council and the Lu- 
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theran Church-Missouri Synod bro 
a grand total of 2,511,703 pounds 
distribution among the world’s ne 
it was announced here. 


Bernard A, Confer, executive sé 
tary of Lutheran World Relief, the 
tional Lutheran -Council’s mat 
aid agency, said the clothing is alre 
being shipped to distress areas in | 
many, Austria, Yugoslavia, Syria, 
dan, Korea, Formosa and Hong K 


Republish Monumental Lutheran 
Theological Work 


Minneapolis, Minn.—A monume 
Lutheran theological work, Conco 
Triglotta, which has been out of f 
since 1948, has been republished |! 
by Mott Press. 


With 1,578 pages, it contains 
symbolical books of the Luth 
Church in three languages—L: 
German and English. | 


It was first published in St. Li 
Mo., in 1921 as a memorial of thee 
anniversary of the Protestant Refo 
tion in 1917 in accordance with a , 
lution of the Lutheran Church-' 
souri Synod. 


Although it is just off the pre 
Charles H. Mott, owner of the } 
Press, said he has already rec 
more than 400 orders for it, inclu 
a score from Australia. ! 


The new edition was produce 
offset lithography. 


NEWS AND NOTES 


CANADA 


A few facts concerning Canada and 
her churches as presented at the Con- 
ference may help our people in the 
United States to recognize the size of 
the Kingdom opportunity in the coun- 
try north of the border. “In size Can- 
ada is the second largest country in 
the world, with an area of 3,845,774 
square miles, exceeded in size only by 
the Union of the Socialist Soviet Re- 
public with 8,598,701. 


“T.ooking at Canada’s expansion, the 
rate has been very close to that of the 
United States in the past years. From 
1946-1953 industrial production in the 
United States increased 49%. It jump- 
ed 45% in the smaller Canadian econ- 
omy. The number of persons employed 
in Canada rose by 13%; in the U. S. 
by 12%. In that period the value of 


total goods and services produced rose 
in the U. S. by 29%; in Canada it rose 
by 34%. 

“The increase in population from 
1946 to the present has been about 
23%. Canada’s present population is 
slightly over 15 million and is still 
growing. It is estimated there will be 
twice as many ‘Canadians by the year 
2,000—some 30 million. 

“Of the one million immigrants to 
Canada during the post-war period, 
300,000 were British, 150,000 German 
Ethnics, 100,000 Dutch, 100,000 Italians, 
and the balance from the other peo- 
ples. 

“Our Lutheran Church has been ac- 
tive in assisting a certain percentage 
of these people to settle in Canada. In 
fact, 83.3%, or 4,540 of the 5,439 total 
migrants brought forward through the 
LWF in 1953 came to Canada. 

“In 1951 the population by religious 
denominations in Canada, according to 
Dominion Bureau of Statistics, stood 


as follows: Roman Catholics, 43 
The United Church of Canada, 20 
‘Church of England, 14.7%; Presby 
ans, 5.6%; Baptists, 4%; Luthe 
8.2%. 

“In 1946 through 1953 the Cana 
Lutheran churches contributed $1 
968 to Lutheran World Action. Du 
the period April, 1946, to Novembe! 
1954, Canadian Lutheran World | 
lief collected and shipped 56! 
pounds of used clothing, blankets 
layettes.” 


the four Churches presently eng 
in merger negotiations will be pre 
Ing a report for the United ‘States J 
Union Committee, indicating what 
rection they believe God is poir 
the Lutheran ‘Church in Canada, ! 
His wisdom may be with this { 
mittee in abundant measure is a pr 
to which I am sure we all give 
hearty Amen.—Lutheran Herald. 
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Our Foreign Mission Fields 


Edited by Rev. K. R. Jensen, Viborg, South Dakota 


The Role of the Church in Today’s Village Life in India 


By Dr. I. W. Moomaw 


areas of concern in rural church life discussed by 
tretary of Agricultural Missions, Inc., who visited In- 
year. 


atly it was my privilege to return to India on an ex- 
‘visit after being away for ten years. It was a joy to 
id friends and learn something of new and signifi- 
janges. National Christian Council officers, mission- 
nd national churchmen were most co-operative in 
me to learn more about their problems, hopes, and 
‘Thanks. to the kindness of many it was possible to 
.€ people in some twenty-six different villages. Twen- 
rvillage pastors spoke freely of their ministry and the 
ithey serve. Included also were visits to some splen- 
001s, co-operatives, college rural centers and grow- 
*nsion projects. 
* before was I so well impressed by the substantial 
ments of Christian missions and the strong resources 
ecrated church personnel. This strikes confidence as 
= to the future. We are aware of the many disap- 
rnts and heartaches involved, but it takes no great 
ition to agree with Robert E, Speer who referred to 
in missions as ‘this noble calling.’ 
nard to form a clear picture where events of history 
ving so rapidly, but three central facts stand out. 
we have come to the end of an era in missionary 
= and method. To admit this is not to pass judg- 
1 the past, but to merely recognize the forces of ba- 
'ge on all sides. 
od, God has bles-ed the Church in its world mission 
ay there are thousands of local churches and groups. 
wzhty per cent of these are in village areas. 
‘the Church is now confronted by the most sober- 
lenge and the most noble opportunity of its history. 
we reappraise our resources and their use. We found 
Jestioning and concern as to whether or not our 
resources of institutions and personnel are being 
the best advantage in the light of new priorities. 
= some have questioned the tendency to set up west- 
ns of church organization in an oriental culture. Now 
ight of rapid changes that subject moves from the 
academic discussion and becomes an issue of cen- 
minence. Have we tended to stress forms of church 
‘tion and financial self-support as goals, rather than 
slopment of a redemptive fellowship of believers? 
ve reconsider the type of ministry needed for the 
*hurch. It was natural and perhaps desirable that 
uld bring over our best experience in theological 
from the Wet. This has no doubt served well the 
urban centers. But three-fourths of the churches 
ae villages where even to live often involves severe 
= struggle. In mass movement areas especially a 
tends to consist of small groups of families scat- 
Many different villages. The families are frequent- 
SS and in economic distress. One village pastor ob- 
My people are mostly surplus workers on the land, 
t a subsistence from seasonal labor. My support is 
they can ill afford.’ 
2 full-time village minister special rural training 
2 provided. In most of the villages we visited the 


grain necessary for Survival, usury, unemployment, and 
landlordism were matters of central concern. Yet theologi- 
cal students seemed confused and embarrassed when we 
asked about the relevance of the Gospel to constructive ac- 
tion in the presence of such distress and need. We do not 
suggest that the Church take sides in political or economic 
issues. Nor is the Church alone responsible for the relief 
of human need. But unless the Church lays aside its man- 
tle of aloofness and identifies its witness more clearly with 
the day-to-day problems it will be by-passed by forces 
hostile to its life and work. It would seem that the semi- 
nary should offer strong courses dealing with the rural 
church and the day-to-day problems of the people. Such 
training might include both study and field experience, 
equipping the minister to aid the people in finding Christ- 
like and constructive solutions to their day-to-day prob- 
lems. 

That we take a more inclusive view of Evangelism. We 
need to use great care that evangelism become synonymous 
with a changed way of life. There was wholesome agree- 
ment that evangelism should be the beginning of disciple- 
ship and that we cannot be content with seeing people 
merely join one denomination or another. Evangelism 
should imply the Church at work to lift, strengthen and 
redeem all phases of life spiritually, socially, economically. 

The growing interest in home and family life was most 
encouraging. Christianity is a faith for the family. Parents 
and children as individuals and the family as a whole may 
find their highest fulfilment within the Christian faith. 

That Recent World Events have laid bare the need for 
expressing the Gospel in more tangible and concrete ways. 
Several points of increased emphasis were considered as 
means for relating the Gospel more directly to the common 
life of the people. 

Village Extension Services. Christ won the lasting devo- 
tion of village people because He identified Himself with 
them and went to the heart of their problems. Extension 
work relies upon the spirit of self-help and begins with the 


‘felt needs of the people in their homes and their fields. 


The extension worker needs no central institution or cost- 
ly equipment. He begins with the resources of the people. 
His gardens or flocks are those of the people he serves, His 
classroom is the village courtyard or the field. He is a mul- 
ti-purpose worker who moves among the people helping 
them toward improvements in agriculture, home life, liter- 
acy, health, and (Christian living. He works in close co-op- 
eration with the pastor and others whose concern is the 
wellbeing of village families. 

The Church itself can set a good example in the intensive 
use of land. In an area of acute need the church building 
stands in the midst of four acres of good land that is other- 
wise idle. A nearby mission compound encloses seven acres 
of idle land. Local political leaders are challenging such 
examples. These are only local illustrations, but the Church 
should have a rightful concern in the responsible steward- 
ship of land. 

Village industries deserve the most careful attention we 
can give. It is encouraging that several are now giving full 
time to this important work. Also, vocational education, if 

(Continued on page 9) 
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Forward with Christ 


350 Thousand Dollar Offering for Home Missions, Dana College and Pensions 


By K. M. Matthiesen 


Dear Co-Workers: 


Our Church at its last convention held in Audubon, 
Iowa, decided to present to our people in a special way 
the cause of Home Missions, Dana College and Pen- 
sions, and the immediate need for at least $350,000.00 
with which to meet the opportunities and the responsi- 
bilities which we believe God has asked us to assume. 
The year 1955 has been set aside for this purpose. 


To implement this decision the Council of the Church 
has appointed a special committee which has met a 
number of times to plan for this emphasis this year. 
The emphasis will be known as “FORWARD WITH 
CHRIST.” 


It soon became evident to the committee which met 
in September of last year that this appeal should be 
church-wide in a very real sense. To be spiritually ef- 
fective, every family in every parish should be given the 
opportunity of hearing the story of our United Ev. Lu- 
theran Church in regard to Home Missions, Christian 
Higher Education and Pensions as these departments 
effect the general work of the church, and as they are 
related to the proposed merger negotiations. It should 
also be church-wide in the sense that the warmth and 
appeal of this story should come from the heart of the 
Church—its consecrated lay people. 


To gird ourselves for this great spiritual undertaking 
each District President was asked to appoint a strong 
lay leader to serve as co-director with the District Pres- 
ident in his district. This has been done and a meeting 
of all District co-directors (District President and lay 
member) was held the first week in January in Blair, 
Nebraska, with all the members of the committee pres- 
ent. 


Presently the District Presidents will call the pastors 
together for a Pastoral Conference in each District in 
order to share with you the inspiration and the spiritual 
implications which “Forward with Christ” should have 
on every congregation, and if possible, on every one of 
the members of our Church, and the technique of the 
appeal. We believe that God has given us an opportu- 
nity through “Forward with Christ” for an effective 
witness. We believe that an entirely new emphasis on 
stewardship will be the result of this joint effort. 


The various Districts have been divided, where pos- 
sible, into areas of about 5 congregations. Each area to 
have area co-directors—one pastor and one layman. 
Enclosed with this letter are two copies of “A MANUAL 
OF INFORMATION AND HELP FOR CONGREGA- 
TIONAL COMMITTEES” explaining the entire plan of 


“Forward with Christ.” Please read this manual 

fully. Pray about it. Lay it before your church a 
knowing that “Forward with Christ” is not a mere fi 
cial campaign through which Synod is seeking to Ee 
much money as possible out of the members of your 
gregation, BUT that it is a carefully worked out Ste 
ship and Evangelism Program which will help ! 
member in his God-given task to bear an effective | 
ness to God in word and deed also in the local wor 
the congregation. In consultation with the church ¢ 
cil appoint the Parish Director and if possible at: 
time also the necessary chairmen. 


The next step for the congregational committee is 
AREA BRIEFING which will be held before Marel 
The time and place of your area meetings will be 
cided upon at your pastoral conference. We believe 
area meetings are so important that you should see 
have every member of your committee present. Al 
penses of travel to the area briefing will be paid by 
“National Forward with Christ Commitee” through 
synodical treasurer. 


The following sets forth in brief the major pring 
which will govern the “Forward with Christ” Appi 


I. THE THEOLOGY OF STEWARDSHIP 


We believe that we belong to God because He ¢ 
ed us. Through Jesus Christ He redeemed us) 
through the Holy Spirit He gives us power to liv 
Christian life. Therefore we and all that we posse 
God’s. We believe in the Priesthood of all believe 
cause God has said: “You are an elect race, a | 
priesthood.” That gives us free access to God. 
gives us responsibility in the sight of God, and ¢ 
Christian becomes an ambassador on behalf of G 
his fellow men. Therefore God depends upon us t 
complish His purpose in the world. If we are fa 
the Gospel will be preached in all the world. W 
lieve that we are His witnesses. We must identify} 
selves with Christ in the work of His Church ani 
people know what God has done for us. We must! 
onstrate that we belong to God. Therefore we 
everything we can to let people hear the Gospel| 
will serve our Lord trusting in His strength and wi 
be faithful stewards and witness of His love so thal 
name may be glorified. : 


We know that in the United States and Canada | 
are 75 million people outside the church. We | 
that many communities are asking for the minis i 
our church. We know that there is great nee! 
Christian men and women as leaders in society: 


can best receive their training in a Christian ec 
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‘know that as individual congregations and as a 
rch we have the responsibility of caring for the aged 
ors and their widows. Therefore we will support 
great program realizing that whatever we give be- 
es our witness for Jesus Christ. 


-onsequently, “Forward with Christ” is one package 
e money given can not be designated to any one of 
three participating departments, it is given as one 
to “Forward with Christ.” “Forward with Christ” 

no goals for any individuals, congregations or dis- 

ts. There will be no acknowledgments published for 

district, congregation or individual. It is strictly a 

ture in faith. 


[. The Technique of “Forward with Christ.” 

Je believe that what we give is given to God, that 
man can speak for another. We believe that only as 
‘rrward with Christ” becomes the concern of all our 
mbers with 25% of the membership trained as visit- 
can we accomplish this great forward step in stew- 
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ardship. We believe that this task can best be accom- 
plished when, after careful training has been given and 
sufficient literature has been sent out, ONE DAY, MAY 
15, becomes VICTORY DAY ... the day when the vis- 
itation and gathering of pledges is done. We believe 
that 18 weeks or 4 months thereafter is the right length 
of time in which to accomplish the entire task. 


Please join us in making “Forward with Christ” the 
subject of your personal prayers. Pray that “Forward 
with Christ”—the first major emphasis on Christian 
Stewardship on synod-wide basis—many carry us to new 
heights of spiritual accomplishments to the glory of 
God. May the Lord grant you grace and blessing as you 
give yourself to His cause and ours in the extension of 
His Kingdom. 


K. M. Matthiesen 
FOR “NATIONAL COMMITTEE ON 
FORWARD WITH CHRIST” 


THE ROLE OF THE CHURCH IN TODAY’S 
VILLAGE LIFE IN INDIA 


(Continued from page 7) 


sn the same earnest attention that we give to other phas- 
»f work has much to offer. 


and Procurement for Landless Families. Wherever we go 
ifind that a little land to cultivate, a garden, or a plot 
which to build a home is one of the deepest longings of 
“people. God has provided land as a home for the fam- 
and we dare not accept the present landless condition 
10 many village families as the best that can be done. 
naps nothing would give more heart and hope to dis- 
-aged people or more stability to the village church than 
see a door open, as part of a permanent policy, whereby 
pe could secure at least small plots of land. 


hallenge to Young People. We were impressed every- 
tre by the large numbers of wholesome, eager young 


people. Many are restive, however, and may not remain 
loyal to the Church for long unless more opportunity is 
given to link constructive action with their faith. It seems 
fair to observe that the Church does not have an adequate 
program for challenging youth. 


The key to village improvement and a stronger village 
church seems to lie in a dedicated working fellowship 
where the church, extension workers, and the people them- 
selves join hands in an effort to lift, strengthen and redeem 
all phases of life. 


Let us work with the Church in expressing the gospel to 
village people today in more tangible ways, with the same 
degree of consecration and thoroughness we would expect 
in other forms of witness. If the Church can serve the vil- 
lage community as a trusted friend, helping the people in 
the Spirit of Christ, the people will reward the Church with 
their devotion and look to her as an anchor of hope. 


—The Santal Missionary. 


young 


WS AND NOTES 


people gathered around the 
piano singing Christmas carols. 


D. Hansen, Pastor. It has about 1200 


The members even though it is only 9 years 


(Continued from page 2) 


. has put an umbrella of blessing 
m us. 
m Sunday, Dec. 19, another historic 
asion took place in our congregation 
'n the children’s Christmas pro- 
m was held in the church parlors 
tthe first time. The children told us 
»ableau form the story of the first 
tistmas and what they saw in the 
mger. Our choir consisting of 32 
mbers assisted in the program by 
‘ing three Christmas anthems. This 
= there were about 300 in attend- 
6 including children. This was very 
ouraging and, we now realize that 
‘e are many more Lutherans in 
area. The ladies served a tasty 
“h and (a social hour followed. Dur- 
‘this time a group of about twenty 


rest of us became acquainted with 
people, some of whom had not been at 
a Lutheran Christmas tree for twenty 
years. Things like this encourage us 
and we feel that God has opened the 
doors here in Red Deer to the Lutheran 
church and is giving us a wonderful op- 
portunity to serve Him. 


Fremont, Nebr., Pastor Archie Madsen. 
The annual report of First Lutheran 
shows it has a baptized membership of 
647. It plans to begin building a new 
church. It employs a parish worker at 
a salary of $2,400.00 


Lynwood, Calif. One of the fastest 
growing churches in the synod is St. 
Paul’s Lutheran, Lynwood, Calif. Allan 


old. It supports a missionary in Japan, 
it has a parish worker and a parochial 
school, and it is constantly expanding 
its work. The stewardship of the con- 
gregation is high. It recently built a 
new church. The annual meeting of 
synod will be held there in June. 


Valley Lutheran Church, North 
Hollywood, Calif., Adolph Kloth, Pas- 
tor, became self-supporting during the 
past year. It reports a baptized mem- 
bership of 602. It will soon dedicate a 
new church. The church is only 9 years 
old. 


Dr. Paul C. Nyholm will conduct a 
tour to Europe this summer. Several 
countries will ‘be visited. Mrs. Nyholm 


(Continued on page 13) 
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THE LUTHER LEAGUE 


Julie walked in step behind 
Edna, as she and the other high 
school freshmen walked around the 
side of the classroom. But why 
were they doing it? Julie wonder- 
ed. Never before had Miss Brew- 
ster asked the girls to walk around 
and around their desks. 

“You may be seated, girls,” Miss 
Brewster directed. 

Julie sat at her desk, third from 
the front in the outside row, a 
flush on her round face. She was 
warm from walking and looked ex- 
pectantly at Miss Brewster. She 
was a heavy-set woman, with gray- 
ing hair, who had taught school for 
years and years, but she liked girls. 
Julie could feel that, and she liked 
her. 

Miss Brewster leaned forward, 
informally cupped her chin in her 
hand and gave a loud sigh, obvious- 
ly for the sake of its effect. “I’ve 
been watching you walk, the dear- 
est girls in Centerville high, and 
while I love all of you, most of you 
don’t know how either to stand or 
walk. And for the school’s sake, it 
is important that you do.” 

A slight frown came on Julie’s 
face. Why should the school be in- 
terested in anything but her ability 
to give the right answers? 

“Our principal, Mr. Marshall, has 
decided that each of the four grades 
shall have a_ representative. He 
feels that it will be an incentive for 
you to be your best. The girl will 
be chosen on the basis of grades, 
appearance, such as cleanliness, 
neatness, posture and the like. And 
on character, promptness, coopera- 
tion and the like.” 

An excited titter went over the 
the roomful of girls. 

“The representative will be se- 
lected two weeks from today, and 
with this to think over, you are dis- 
missed.” 

The titter rose to a crescendo as 


By Dorothy C. Haskin 


the girls began discussing the con- 
test, picking up their books and 
leaving. Julie clung to Edna’s arm 
and squealed, “Isn’t it super? Who 
do you suppose will win?” 

“Not me!” Edna opened her lips 
wide, showing the braces on her 
teeth. 

“I don’t think they would count 
against you,” Julie tried to cheer 
her friend. “Because you really 
can’t help having them. And some 
day, you’ll be glad you wore them.” 

“Some day,’ Edna sighed and 
started toward the cloak room. 

Julie followed her, studying the 
other girls. Ann was careless about 
her appearance, not even pulling 
the zipper on her raincoat. That 
would go against her. 

Gloria hurried by in her plaid 
raincoat and Julie’s balloon of hope 
was punctured. If any one would 
win it would be Gloria. 

But she didn’t say anything until, 
in raincoats and ‘boots, she and 
Edna were walking home in the 
spring rain. Then, dolefully, she 
said, “Gloria will win.” 

“Think so, huh?” 

“How can she help it? She’s one 
of the smartest girls in the class and 
has everything in the whole wide 
world to wear. Did you see that 
brushed wool bolero she wore to- 
day? Not another girl in town has 
anything like it. Her mother sent 
to Chicago for it.” 

“But she likes herself too much.” 

“Maybe I would too, if I had 
everything like she has.” 

The girls lapsed into silence and 
continued walking with the rain 
beating against their faces. It was 
positively tragic to admit defeat be- 
fore she did even one thing toward 
winning. And she wouldn’t. She 
tossed her head, her rain hood fall- 
ing off, as she said, “There must be 
some way to win.” 


Homer Larsen, Edito 
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JULIE’S THIRD RULE 
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“T guess if it wasn’t for Glori 
you could win,” Edna studied h 
friend with admiration in her smal 
amber eyes. “Your grades are goo 
and you're pretty, but Miss Bre 
ster is right that most of us don’ 
know how to walk. You don’t stan 
up straight like Gloria does.” 


“The idea,” Julie flared, pulli 
her hood back on. Edna had h 
merve saying she didn’t stan! 
straight, but then, Edna might bh 
right. She invited, “Can you com 
in?” . 
Edna nodded. The girls hurrie 
up the steps into Julie’s hous 
Once inside, it took time to get o 
of their wraps, drink the hot coc 
and cookies Mrs. Lewis had fe 
them, and tell all about the co 
test. But finally Julie stood in t 
middle of the living-room, trying t 
see herself in the mirror over thi 
fireplace. “You see, I do stan 
straight.” 

“But you don’t stand like th 
most of the time.” 

“Maybe,” Julie admitted, thi 
ing how many times her mothe 
had said, “Dear, straighten you 
shoulders.” 

“Maybe I can do something aba 
it.’ She took the magazines out o 
the rack and sat beside Julie on thi 
divan. “Here, help me.” She gave 
magazine to julie and leafed 
through one, looking for an articl 
on posture, but there was none i 
it. She picked up another magazini 
and glanced at Edna. She was si 
ting there, an unopened magazini 
in her hands. Julie laughed, “Wel: 
you're a help.” 


“T've got an idea that there’ 
more to winning the contest tha’ 
having good grades and standin 
straight. It’s like the Bible vers 
Miss Calhoon had us memorize 
‘The king’s daughter is all gloriou 
within.” ” Ps, 45:12. 
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ie’s blue eyes grew dreamy, 
thing deep within her respond- 

the verse and she breathed, 

t’s really it, isn’t it!’ Then she 
d her shoulder length blonde 

“But meanwhile, I’d_ better 
entrate on standing. I have to 

at anyway and it is easier than 

g a right spirit.” 
se flipped through the magazine 
| she came to a sketch of a girl 
ding with slumped shoulders, 
another girl standing straight. 
ce it is, rule one, straighten 
+ shoulders, rule two, pull in 
+ stomach.” 
und look,” Edna exclaimed en- 
jastically, “Exercises to help 
_ posture.” She held the maga- 
.so they could both read. 

Lie on floor, perfectly relax- 
md in a straight position, with 
at sides. 

(Breathe with your diaphragm. 
Begin stretching the right leg, 
the left leg as if you were 
g. Repeat, stretching as far 
u can. Do the same with your 
(Combine the left arm with 
ight foot and then the right 
‘with the left foot. Each time, 
as much as you can. As you 
is, you will notice your spine 
htening on the floor. 

awl against the floor with 
spine. Repeat and _ relax. 
until you feel all the muscles 
ur back stretch. Relax.” 

ome on, let’s get busy,” Julie 
ed. The girls flopped onto 
oor, crawling and stretching, 
tired, Julie decided, “It’s 


< 


wasn’t always fun in the days 
followed. Julie had to re- 
_ herself far too often, shoulders 
=sht, stomach pulled in. Nearly 
wtime she stood up in class, she 
eed Gloria at her desk, with 
shoulders straight and that re- 
sed Julie to straighten her own. 
2 she was walking home with 
., She would remind, “How 
rule number one and two?” 
.d each night, when she cleared 
cable, walking back and forth 
the kitchen, she practiced rule 
und two. 

w brother, Gil, smirked, ‘Look 
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at her, practicing to be queen of the 
May.” 

“Queen of the May,” her younger 
sister, Cathy sang. 

Julie stuck out her chin but she 
didn’t answer back. She picked up 
the dessert dishes and started for 
the kitchen. “This,” she thought, 
“is rule No. 3. Keep your spirit 
straight.” 

The morning the class repre- 
sentative was to be chosen she put 
on her pencil thin brown skirt, and 
was sorry it was her best because 
it showed if she held her stomach 
in or not. And her new lavender 
sweater was not stretched like her 
old one, but showed exactly how 
straight her shoulders were. 

When she met Edna out in front 
of her house, she exclaimed, “I’m 
so nervous I could scream.” 

“Just remember your two rules 
and you'll win,” Edna encouraged. 

“How can I remember anything!” 
she muttered. 

As soon as all the girls were in 
their seats, Miss Brewster, with a 
fond smile on her full face, said, “I 
certainly have a shining group of 
girls before me today. And it is my 
pleasant or unpleasant duty, ac- 
cording to which category you fall 
into, to announce which girls are 
eligible for the contest. Only five 
girls’ grades qualify and to show no 
favoritism, I will call them alpha- 
betically.” 

Julie’s stomach turned a flipflop 
as she sat there wildly trying to re- 
member her recent grades. 

“Doris Adams,” Miss Brewster 
began, in a slow, deliberate tone. 
Julie glanced at Doris and was 
sorry for her, because she _ sat 


slumped at her desk. She didn’t 
even practice rule one. 

“Zella Jones.” 

Julie saw that Zella’s thin 


shoulders were straight and that 
her wind blown red hair was 
pretty. Perhaps she would win! 

“Gloria Harris.” 

Julie looked at Gloria with long- 
ing in her eyes. She had on a new 
sweater set, a white pull over with 
a green coat sweater, and her dark 
hair looked so glossy. 

“Julia Lewis.” 


Julie swallowed. She had been 
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thinking so hard about Gloria that 
she was surprised when her own 
name was called. But she thought 
happily, at least she had qualified. 

“And Laura Townsend.” 

Julie didn’t even glance at Laura. 
She felt weak and bowed her head 
on her desk. She prayed, “Lord, it 
does mean so much to be chosen, 
not only because of the honor, but 


_ because I want to be my best for 


you and if I win, it proves that I am 
my best.” 

Julie heard the door open. She 
glanced up and in walked Mr. Mar- 
shall. He was smiling, but his eyes, 
behind his rimless glasses, were as 
serious as always. Miss Alison, 
wearing a navy blue knitted suit, 


came in behind him and beamed at 


ithe class. Often the girls made fun 
of her manner and Julie was thank- 
ful that she had never mimicked 
Miss Alison’s way of smiling. 

, “Good morning, Mr. Marshall 
and Miss Alison. The girls are 
waiting eagerly for you. And I can 
say this, having the contest has 
picked up the girls’ grades. We have 
five girls who qualified.” 

Excellent. Excellent,” 
Mr. Marshall. 
_ Mr. Marshall stood in front of 
Miss Brewster’s desk and told what 
he thought were the benefits of the 
contest, concluding, “We judge on 
grades first because unless a girl 
has something in her mind, she 
hhasn’t developed as she should. 
Then appearance, for the way we 
treat our body is a reflection of our 
spirit. And then character, for as 
Washington Irving said, ‘After all, 
it is the divinity within that makes 
the divinity without.’ ” 

The girls were quiet and in a 
somber voice Miss Brewster said, 
“Will the girls whose name I called, 
please come forward?” 

Julie felt as if it were half a mile 
to the front of the room where she 
took her place between Gloria and 
Laura. 

Mr. Marshall, Miss Alison and 
Miss Brewster stood across the 
room, near the windows and Julie 
flushed, knowing they were watch- 
ing her. She felt as if she were all 
hands and desperate, she clasped 


nodded 


(Continued on page 13) 
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CHRIST WITHIN 
Not merely in the words you say, 


Not only in your deeds confessed, 


But in the most unconscious way 
Is Christ expressed. 


Is it in your heavenly smile? 
A holy light upon your brow? 
Oh, no; I felt his presence while 
You laughed just now. 


For me, ‘twas not the truth you 
taught, 
To you so clear, to me still dim— 
But when you came you brought to 
me 
A sense of him. 


And from your eyes he beckons me, 
And from your heart his love is 
shed 
Till I lose sight of you—and see 
The Christ instead. 
—The War Cry 


I AM HABIT 
It is mighty hard to shake me; 
In my brawny arms I take thee; 
I can either make or break thee; 
I am Habit! 


Through each day I slowly mold thee; 
Soon my tightening chains enfold 
thee; 
Then it is with ease I hold thee; 
I am Habit! 


I can be both good and vile; 
I can e’er be worth your while; 
Or the cause of your decrial; 

I am Habit! 


Oft I’ve proved myself a pleasure; 
Proved myself a priceless treasure, 
Or a menace past all measure; 

I am Habit! 


Harmless though I sometimes seem, 
yet 
My strange force is like a magnet; 
Like a great and greedy dragnet; 
I am Habit! 


Though you sometimes fear or doubt 
me, 
No one yet has lived without me; 
I am present all about thee; 
I am Habit! 


Choose me well when you are start- 
ing; 
Seldom is an easy parting; 
I’m a devil or a darling! 
I am Habit! 
—Unknown 
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JAMES RUSSELL LOWELL 
AND THE SKEPTICS 


By Hugh R. Monro 


James Russell Lowell, once Ameri- 
can ambassador to England, just be- 
fore leaving the latter country for the 
United States, attended a meeting in 
London to do honor to the poet 
Browning. Some of thove present 
made addresses in which they aired 
their skepticism and said that they 
could get along without any religion. 
They did this, though they knew that 
by so doing they would give offense 
to many who were there. Mr. Lowell, 
having the courage of his convictions, 
paid some attention to these men in 
his address, and among things. equally 
pertinent and forcible, he said: 


“The worst kind of religion is no 
religion at all, and these men who 
live in ease and luxury, indulging 
themselves in the amusement of going 
without religion, may be _ thankful 
that they live in lands where the gos- 
pel they neglect has tamed the beast- 
liness and ferocity of the men who, 
but for Christianity, might long ago 
have eaten their bodies like the 
South Sea Islanders, or cut off their 
heads and tanned their hides like the 
monsters of the French revolution. 


“When the microscopic search of 
skepticism, which has hunted the hea- 
vens and sounded the seas to disprove 
the existence of a creator, has turned 
its attention to human society, and has 
found a place on this planet ten miles 
square whereadecent man can live in 
decency, comfort and security, sup- 
porting and educating his children 
unspoiled and unpolluted; a_ place 
where age is reverenced, infancy re- 
spected, manhood respected, woman- 
hood honored, and human life held in 
due regard—when skeptics can find a 
place ten miles square on this globe 
where the gospel of Christ has not 
gone and cleared the way and laid the 
foundations ,and made decency and 
security possible, it will then be in or- 
der for the skeptical literati to move 
thither, and there ventilate their 
views. 


“But as long as these very men are 
dependent upon the religion which 
they discard for every privilege they 
enjoy, they may well hesitate a little 
before they seek to rob the Christian 
of his hope, and humanity of its faith 
in that Saviour who has alone given 
to man that hope of life eternal, 
which makes life tolerable and society 
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BY THE FIRESIDE 


fossible, and robs death of its terr 
and the grave of its gloom.” 


—From a Traci 


Too much month 


Hu band: les we can figure ‘ 
what the trouble is.’ : 


Wife: “I already know what f 
trouble is: it’s having too much mor 
left over at the end of the money.” 


Kill the spider 


An old deacon who used to pray € 
ery Wednesday night at prayer me 
ing always concluded his prayer t 
same way: “And, Lord, clean all f 
cobwebs out of my life.” I think y 
kow what he was talking about. 'Ty 
cobwebs— those things that ought 1 
to have been there, but had gather 
during the week. Well, it got 
much for one fellow in the pra 
meeting. So next time the md 
prayed the fellow jumped to his f¢ 
and shouted: “Lord, Lord, don’t dal 
Kill the spider!” 


Defeated 


As the young man entered ¢ 
church at a wedding, an usher ask¢ 
“Are you related to the bride t 
groom?” 

Came ‘the reply, “No, I’m the C 
feated candidate.” e 


Employer: “For this job we want 
responsible man.” i] 


Applicant: “Then, that’s me. Ever 
where I’ve worked; when somethi 
went wrong, they told me I was 1 
sponsible.” 


Have you heard the story they ‘ 
about Mark Twain during his eal 
days as a San Franci-co newshourt 
when things were pretty lean. Maj 
holding a cigar box under his ar 
was standing gazing into a shop wi 
dow. 


A lady friend approached and sa 
“I always see you with a cigar b) 
under your arm. I’m afraid yo ) 
smoking too much, Mr. Clemens.” | 


“It isn’t that,” retorted Mark. q) 
moving again.” 
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7 JULIE'S THIRD RULE 
(Continued from page 11) 


together behind her back. 
aura, you may sit down,” Miss 
ster said, in a gentle tone. 
glanced at Laura as_ she 
ed to her seat, and decided, 
didn’t win because she is so fat. 
girl that much _ overweight 
ildn’t be representative. 
Doris, you may take your seat.” 
he’s round-shouldered. Julie 
sorry for Doris but gave her 
| shoulders a little extra 
ightening, and pulled her tum- 
in an extra sixteenth of an 
L. 


ella Jones, you may take your 
9 
‘wonder why, Julie thought and 
she realized, only 'Gloria and 
-e left. Will I have a chance 
-nst Gloria? She glanced at her 
of the corner of her eye. Gloria 
staring at Zella with an ex- 
ssion of pride and satisfaction on 
face. Julie wasn’t glad that 
sa had lost. She knew how she 
st feel and Julie’s round face 
pensive. 
loria, you may sit down,” Miss 
wster said. 
ars sprang to Julie’s eyes, as 
-realized she had won. Mr. Mar- 
1 came over to her, shook her 
a and said, “Julia, we want you 
:now we have chosen you as the 
representative girl of the 
an class because your grades 
onsistently high, you stand and 
_ like a young lady, but mostly, 
suse of what we saw on your 
when each girl took her seat. 
saw there that which really 
ces for beautiful girlhood, the 
nce of the spirit.” 
lie smiled and swallowed. It 
t so much to win! And as she 
ed back to her seat, she quietly 
red, “Thank you Lord, for it 
the third rule which really 
ted.” 


GUYER AND HANSEN 
LOANS 
SURANCE — REAL ESTATE 

Successor to N. T. Lund Co. 


Blair, Nebraska 
le Guyer P. V. Hansen 


“will also be on the tour. 
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NEWS AND NOTES 
(Continued from page 9) 


Any one in- 
terested should write Dr. Nyholm at 
Blair, Nebraska. 


From a Letter. “I agree with you. 
Please continue your plans for more 
local news.” 


WELLS OF SALVATION 

The daily devotional booklet of the 
U.E.L.C., Wells of Salvation, is being 
published again this year with the 
same arrangement as last year, un- 
der the editorship of Pastor Anker M. 
Jensen of Luck, Wis. Variety in pre- 
sentation and view point is achieved 
by using a different writer each day. 
All the pastors of our synod are in- 
vited to participate, and almost with- 
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out exception, all do so. This method 
makes it possible for the people of 
our church to become better acquain- 
ted with their pastors, and is a means 
of supporting and undergirding the 
ministry. (Some of the readers of 
Wells of Salvation report that they 
make it their practice to pray each 
day for the writer of that particular 
day’s devotion. The name of the 
writer is listed at the bottom of each 
page of devotion. 

Each page of devotions consists of a 
Scripture passage, meditation, and 
short prayer. The content is simple 
and practical. It is well suited for 
individual and family altars. While 
every meditation will not make the 
same appeal to every member of 
every family, each reader is sure to 

(Continued on page 15) 


PI OPO AOA 
Good Shepherd Lutheran Old People’s Home 


Blair. Nebraska 


ANNUITIES 


THEY ARE BEST FOR YOU 


A SAFE INVESTMENT 


A SURE INCOME FOR LIFE 


GIVE YOU A SENSE OF 
HELPFULNESS 


A BLESSING TO THE 
SUFFERING 


Do you want to know more about 


these annuities? Information is free. 


‘Cash donations are always wel- 
come. 


THEY ARE GOOD FOR 
OUR HOME 


THEY ENLARGE OUR 
FACILITIES 


ENABLE US TO DO MORE GOOD 
ANOTHER FORWARD STEP 
MORE SATISFYING SERVICE 
We will gladly write you a per- 


sonal letter and tell you all about 
it. Drop us a line and ask. 


Write Supt. J. P. Nielsen, Route 2, Blair, Nebr. for information. 


DARED DAEPRERAR-ENM™mnram-—nm——| 


THE DANISH TRAVEL AGENCY 


Overseas Passenger Bureau, Inc. 
ELSE P. SEHESTED, Gen Mer. 


35 WEST 53RD STREET 
NEW YORK 19, N. Y. 


Telephones: 


Circle 5-6146-6147 


Reservations for All Ship and Air Lines 
Tours Arranged. Hotel Reservations Made. 
Information Free. All Details Can Be Arranged by Mail 
TRAVEL TO DENMARK 
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NEWS AND NOTES 
(From page 13) 


ive a rich blessing. 


is an excellent plan to distribute 
es of Wells of Salvation to all 
bers of the church, as well as in 
ingelistic work and hospital visita- 
Wide distribution is economical 
use of the low cost on quantity 
rs, only 4c per copy on orders 
200, and 5c per copy on orders of 


| 


/ number of people have reported 
| they prefer the Wells of Salva- 
is other devotional booklets dis- 
ted in some of our congregations. 


wders may be placed with Luther- 
[Publishing House, Blair, Nebr. 


ne Statistical Blanks were sent out 
vastors of congregations January 19 
should be in their hands by this 
+, If not, kindly let us know and a 
supply will be sent. Please have 
m filled out duly and returned be- 
March 1—P. C. Jensen, Blair, 
maska. 


ish Missionary to Become Bishop 
fakistan. 


xe Danish Lutheran Mission to the 
ans, which has its centre in Mar- 
Pakistan, will probably next year 
i into church fellowship with the 
rican Lutheran Mission in the 
area. The American and the Da- 
missions have both expressed the 
that the Danish missionary the 
Jens Christensen, who has served 
rnany years in the Mission to the 
‘ans, should be elected the first 
Op of the united church, The an- 
assembly ‘of the Mission to the 
.ans has recently approved the 
es for this union, and it seems prob- 
thrat Bishop Gudmund Schigler, 
tilde, will be the representative of 
[Danish Church at the installment 
ne Rev. Jens Christensen which is 
uke place in the autumn of 1955. 


ze union will make it possible to 

better training to pastors, evan- 
tts, and teachers, and will also 
ngthen the mission in its rela- 
; with the Mohammedan State. 


> Swedish Missionaries Abroad 


-e latest official mission survey 
‘h has been made at the initiative 
ae Swedish Board of Foreign Mis- 
| shows that there are 1397 Swe- 
missionaries on mission fields all 
the world, and that they have 11.- 
native assistants. The survey, 
fh is based on information from 
‘various mission societies, states 
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that there were over 600.000 baptized 
Christians on the mission fields, and 
of these 27.000 were baptized in the 
past year. There were 78.000 pupils in 
Sunday schools, 112.000 in primary 
mission schools, 27.000 in secondary 
schools, and 279 in theological semi- 
naries. The missions have 40 hospi- 
tals and these have had 49.000 patients 
in the course of the year. 1,1 mill. 
treatments have been given at mis- 
sion clinics in the past year. 

It is surprising that the Pentecostal 
Movement that only constitutes 1,5% 
of the Swedish population has the 
greatest number of missionaries, 352 
in all. The next largest missionary 
society also belongs to one of the free 
churches: Svenska Missionsforbundet 
(Mission Covenant Church of Swe- 
den) with 204 missionaries. The Swe- 
dish Church Mission (belonging to the 
National Church) is the third largest 
with 201 missionaries, but to this to- 
tal must be added 20 non-Swedish 
missionaries who are working on its 
mission field. 


Warn Colleges to Keep Freedom 
Government-sponsored research is 
regarded by many college and univer- 
sity administrations as their best in- 
surance against rising educational 
costs. But the influential American 
Council on Education warns them 
against selling their freedom for a 
mess of security. For two years the 
council’s committee on institutional 
research policy has been studying what 
government-sponsored research is do- 
ing to the schools carrying it on. The 
committee, headed by President V. 
M. Hancher of the University of 
Iowa, warns of the “ever-present dan- 
ger” facing these schools. It is that the 
government will use its security pro- 
gram to dictate the choice of per- 
sonnel in the schools and colleges. 
While the 90-page report, which was 
issued in the week before Christmas, 
recognizes that some curbs on free- 
dom of inquiry are necessary in a per- 
iod of cold war, it urges that secrecy 
be held to a minimum, “Creative work 
cannot thrive or survive in a climate 
of conformity and rigidity,” it writes. 
“Vet the one race which the Ameri- 
can people dare not lose is the rapidly 
accelerating one for new knowledge. 
Any effort, whether calculated or un- 
conscious, no matter how well intend- 
ed, which puts hobbles on scholars 
and unnecessarily risks their intellec- 
tual freedom can only lead to disas- 
ter.’ The committee recommends that 
work which must be secret be taken 
wholly off the campuses and be the 
sole resonsibility of the government. 
Schools are advised to resist “efforts 
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on the part of government agencies to 
extend clearance requirements to per- 
sonnel involved in nonclassified ac- 
tivities for the government.” We hope 
the American Council’s study is wide- 
ly read by trustees and others who 
are responsible for university and col- 
lege policies. The struggle for free- 
dom goes on on many fronts, but one 
of the most important is that which 
seeks to give the creative, inquiring 
mind freedom from fear. 


YOUR LIFE TO GOD 


What does it mean? First of all let’s 
start from the beginning. In the first 
Book of the Bible, the first chapter, 
the first verse, there are four words. 
These are: IN THE BEGINNING GOD; 
which means God was first. He creat- 
ed the heavens and the earth, He 
separated light from darkness, He 
planted all the trees, herbs, and bush- 
es, He placed animals on the earth. Af- 
ter all things He created man. Why 
did He create man? Because He was 
lonely. He wanted someone to look 
after all the things He placed on the 
earth. Now man was to have an im- 
mortal soul and rule the beasts of the 
earth. Since the time of creation, man 
has committed many sins. At ‘one time 
the earth was flooded to destroy the 
men who sinned and their sin lived 
on. God sent His only Son, Jesus 
Christ into this world to be born of a 
virgin. God’s only Son, died for our 
sins by a horrible death on the cross. 
He died so man’s sins could be for- 
given. 


Now look at the world; there is much 
sin and wrongdoing on it now. People 
have forgotten that God sent His only 
Son to die for our sins. They hurry 
through the days with their everyday 
living, taking no time to come to the 
Lord in prayer. Too much of the time 
we have the excuse: We are too busy! 
Alas! Ye weary people. How do you 
expect God to prepare you a place in 
heaven if you do not fulfill your duty 
to Him. He has placed you on this 
earth for a certain purpose. When you 
have completed this purpose He will 
call you te your place in heaven 
which He has prepared for you. Now 
it doesn’t matter what occupation you 
have. Every occupation on this earth, 
that is legal and right, serves the 
Lord. Every profession is dependent 
on one another. Whether you are a 
farmer or a minister; one is just as 
important as the other. Whenever 
you do something for the will of God, 
please do it with the best of your 
ability and set a good example for 
others.—By a Reader. 


LENTEN OFFERING SUPPLIES 


No. 26 No. K-30 


COLLECTION BOXES 


No. 26—Lenten Self-Denial. Made of 
fibreboard with metal top and bottom. 
Size 3x2%x1% inches. Label on box 
is lithographed in multi-color with 
Bible quotation and with space for 
name, address and date to be returned. 
(A-1) 80c per doz.; $6.03 per C 


FOLDING CARDBOARD 
SELF-DENIAL BANKS 


No. LC511. This bank made from 
strong cardboard comes unassembled 
and may thus be mailed to each con- 
tributor. When assembled it forms a 
triangular shaped bank with a cross at 
the top. Lenten calendar printed on 
outside. (U-87) 75e per doz.; $5.50 per C 


No. K-30. This bank is similar to the 
above but forms a box shape when as- 
sembled. Available either as Lenten 
Bank or Easter Bank. Specify which. 
(K-49) 65¢ per doz.; $4.50 per C 


MAILABLE SELF-DENIAL FOLDERS 
No. GDB400. A Dime Each Day Dur- 
ing Lent—40 Dimes Folder. Conven- 
iently mails in correspondence size en- 
velope. forty self-computing pockets 
encourage larger totals. Cover picture 

in full color. (C-14) 
$1.10 per doz.; $7.00 per C 


COIN SLOT ENVELOPES 


No. NC392. Printed in purple on 
sturdy white stock with space for rec- 
ord of daily giving. Size 3x 5% in. Slot 
for insertion of offerings. (U-87) 

$0c per C 


No. 2004. ‘Similar to above but print- 
ed on heavier stock and lithographed 
in beautiful colors. (Complete Lenten 
calendar on reverse side for recording 
each day’s offering. (H-44) 

60c per doz.; $3.50 per C 


No. GDB400 


SING PRAISE 


A refreshing new collection of hymns for youth meet- 
ings and all church groups—spiral bound for added 
convenience. Here will be found all the familiar hymns 
of the Lutheran Church along with additional ones 
well worth learning. The collection provides songs, 
both words and music, for every occasion: Praise and 
Prayer-——Opening and Morning—Closing and Evening— 
Word and Sacraments—Church—Missions—Advent and 
Christmas--Lent and Easter—Call of Christ—Faith in 
Christ—Christian 


Edited By Carlyle Holte 


Life—Consecration—Future Life— 


Youth—Patriotic—Liturgical Items—Text Hymns—Campfire Choruses. 


75e each; 25 or more, 60¢ each 


Lutheran Publishing House 


200 S. Fifth Street 


Blair, Nebraska 
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LUVUCIT AUVNIWSS 


Voices 
of 


the 
Passion 


Here is Lenten reading design 
for the layman and pastor—pow 
ful messages for this season of 
year. 


They were there—these nine 
men who speak from the 
Scriptures and Passion story 
traditions of their part in the 
crucifixion. One by one these 
men step forward and tell 
their own stories of the suf- 
fering Savior in simple, quiet- 
ly persuasive, heart-searching 
eloquence. They knew mos 
personally the sufferings He 
endured: Judas, Peter, John 


Caiaphas, Simon, The Cen 
turion, Pontius Pilate, Dimas 
and Paul. 


Also included in Voices of 
the Passion are seven medita 
tions upon the (Last Words 
which will provide inspiration 
al reading during the Lenten 


season. 
——— s 


You will profit from reading 
messages in 
VOICES OF THE PASSION 


$2.00 


(Postage 12c) 
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Lutheran Publishing House 
200 S. Fifth Street 
Blair, Nebraska 


Please send me the following: 
—Voices of the Passion 
—Sing Praise 
—WNo. 2 
—wNo. 
—No. K-3 
—No. 
—No. 
—wNo. 


I enclose $ 


c.0.D.— Charge— 


Name 
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